American Leprosy Missions NTD Innovation Prize
Five Year Impact: $181,000

NTD Innovation Prize Winners

Project Title

Citizen science for mapping snail-borne diseases: a community-based approach to

Az revolutionize snail control in Uganda and DR Congo

5022 Scaling up the pilot learning of digital leprosy complication care and follow-up in 20 districts
across Bangladesh

2021 Using artificial intelligence to predict trachoma progression from photographs and in vivo

microscopy images

Smart and affordable digital diagnostic for schistosomiasis

Development of the dried reagent based 1S2404 loop-mediated isothermal amplification test
for the diagnosis of Buruli ulcer disease

2020 Cell-free DNA: A promising biomarker for onchocerciasis elimination mapping?

2020 Applying spectral imaging to leprosy diagnosis

2019 Exploring the viability of excreta sampling for monitoring human African trypanosomiasis (HAT)
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Prize Winner Updates

Scaling up pilot learning of digital leprosy complication
care and follow-up in 20 districts across Bangladesh

Jiptha Boiragee, The Leprosy Mission - Bangladesh, 2022

TLM Bangladesh is partnering with ALO—the umbrella body
for 1500 self-help groups of people affected by leprosy—to
reach people suffering complications from leprosy with
remote care. Local members of ALO groups will use video
calls with TLM medical staff to deliver interventions. The
research team held a workshop in April to train local
community contacts on disability prevention and digital
reporting with ALO's smart phone application. Trainees
April 2023 Training received smart phones and funds for the project.

Smart and affordable digital Applying spectral imaging to Exploring the viability of
diagnostic for schistosomiasis leprosy diagnosis excreta sampling for
Dr. Temitope Agbana, 2021 Dr. Arie de Kruijff, Dr. Suwash monitoring human African
Baral, Dr. Deanna Hagge, 2020 trypanosomiasis (HAT)
Dr. Tito Trésor Melachio,
Dr. Joseph Pryce, 2019

Since 2019, American Leprosy Missions has received 166 abstracts and awarded eight projects
a total of $181,000 to support innovation in diagnostics, data, analytics and digital
technologies to address NTD challenges. Winners have applied Prize funds to achieve research
milestones and pivot their approaches, leveraging other support for sustained exploration.
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